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JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE
Savannah District/State of Georgia

PROPOSAL TO ISSUE PROGRAMMATIC GENERAL PERMITS

40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 49, 52, 56, 57, 59, 60, 61 and 62
FOR MINOR STRUCTURES AND ACTIVITIES IN PORTIONS OF

LAKE SEMINOLE, GEORGE W. ANDREWS LAKE, WALTER F. GEORGE LAKE,
WEST POINT LAKE, LAKE SIDNEY LANIER, CARTERS LAKE
AND ALLATOONA LAKE
OPERATED BY
MOBILE DISTRICT, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
WITHIN THE STATE OF GEORGIA

The Savannah District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers proposes to issue
Programmatic General Permits (PGPs) 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 49, 52, 56, 57, 59,
60, 61 and 62, for a period of five (5) years, to authorize minor structures and work in
waters of the United States within the State of Georgia, pursuant to Section 10 of the
Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 403), and Section 404 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. [344). The PGPs would authorize work in portions of seven reservoirs
that are located completely or partially within the State of Georgia, and managed by the
Mobile District, Corps.

Scope: PGPs are authorized by the Corps for activities that are: substantially similar
in nature and cause only minimal individual and cumulative environmental impacts; and
avoid unnecessary duplication of the regulatory control exercised by another Federal,
state or local agency, provided it has been determined that the environmental
consequences of the action are individually and cumulatively minimal (33 CFR Parts
322.2(1), 325.2(e) and 330).

Under the proposed PGPs, the Savannah District would delegate authority to the
Mobile District, Operations Project Managers (OPMs) at each of the seven Corps’
reservoirs, to review and approve minor structures and work in waters of the United
States that require Section 404 and/or Section 10 permits. The OPMs currently review
and approve all proposed structures and work under existing shoreline management
programs. Prior to performing work under authority of a PGP, an applicant must submit
an application to the OPM for review; and receive verification from the OPM that the
project meets the terms and conditions for authorization under the PGP.



Description of Work Proposed for Authorization by PGPs: The proposed PGPs
would authorize the following structures and work: maintenance of existing beaches,
boat slips, canals, docking and berthing areas, navigation channels; construction and
maintenance of piers, wharves and their normal appurtenances, boat shelters, gazebos,
boat hoists, boat ramps, moorings, pilings, dolphins, rip-rap, bulkheads, cross-over
walks, submersed cables, intake structures, jetties, breakwater structures, and
submerged irrigation lines; and initial dredging activities.

Locations Where Structures and Work Would be Authorized by PGPs: Structures
and work would be authorized in waters of the United States in the following Corps’
reservoirs: on the Chattahoochee River — Lake Seminole, George W. Andrews Lake,
Walter F. George Lake, West Point Lake and Lake Sidney Lanier; on the Coosawattee
River - Carters Lake; and on the Etowah River — Allatoona Lake.

STATE OF GEORGIA

Water Quality Certification: The Georgia Department of Natural Resources,
Environmental Protection Division, intends to certify these PGPs at the end of 30 days
in accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, which is
required for a Federal Permit to conduct activity in, on, or adjacent to the waters of the
State of Georgia. The proposed PGPs are enclosed with this Joint Public Notice and
there are no additional supporting documents at this time. Any person who desires to
comment, object, or request a public hearing relative to State Water Quality Certification
must do so within 30 days of the date of this notice and state the reasons or basis of
objections or request for a hearing. Comments, objections, or requests for a public
hearing should be sent to the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Environmental
Protection Division, Water Protection Branch, 7 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, Suite 450,
Atlanta, Georgia 30334.

State-owned Property and Resources: Persons intending to perform work under
authority of the PGPs may also require assent from the State of Georgia, which may be
in the form of a license, easement, lease, permit or other appropriate instrument.

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

Background: On February 25, 2010, the Savannah District issued Regional Permits
(RPs) 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 49, 52, 56, 57, 59, 60, 61 and 62, for a five-year
period of. The PGPs expire on February 25, 2015. The Savannah District proposes to
re-issue the RPs as PGPs. As discussed above under “Scope,” the seven Corps’ lakes
where the PGPs would be used all have pre-existing shoreline management programs,
and currently review and approve activities under authority of the existing RPs.



Cultural Resources Assessment: The proposed PGPs would not authorize activities
which would adversely affect properties registered or listed as eligible for inclusion in
the National Register of Historic Places. Presently unknown archaeological, scientific,
prehistorical, or historical data may be located within the areas of consideration and
could be affected by the proposed work.

Endangered Species: Pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), we request from the U.S. Department of
the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service and the U.S. Department of Commerce, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Marine Fisheries Service, or any
other interested party, information on whether any species listed or proposed for listing
may be present in the areas of consideration.

Public Interest Review: The decision whether to issue these PGPs will be based on
an evaluation of the probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed
activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both
protection and utilization of important resources. The benefit which reasonably may be
expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its reasonably
foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be
considered including the cumulative effects thereof, among those are conservation,
economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties,
fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline
erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy
needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property
ownership and in general, the needs and welfare of the people.

Consideration of Public Comments: The Corps is soliciting comments from the
public; federal, state, and local agencies and officials; Native American Tribes; and
other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed
activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps to determine whether
to issue, modify, condition or deny the Regional Permit under this proposal. To make
this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest
factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental
Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the need for a public
hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.

Application of Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines: Certain activities that would be
authorized by the PGPs would involve the discharge of dredged or fill material into the
waters of the United States. The Savannah District's evaluation of the impact of the
activity on the public interest will include application of the guidelines promulgated by
the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, under the authority of Section
404(b) of the Clean Water Act.




Public Hearing: Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period
specified in this notice, that a public hearing be held to consider the issuance of these
PGPs. Requests for public hearings shall state, with particularity, the reasons for
requesting a public hearing. The decision whether to hold a public hearing is at the
discretion of the District Engineer, or his designated appointee, based on the need for
additional substantial information necessary in evaluating the proposed PGPs.

Comment Period: Anyone wishing to comment on these PGPs should submit
comments in writing to the Commander, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Savannah
District, Attention: Regulatory Division, 100 West Oglethorpe Avenue, Savannah,
Georgia 31401-3640, no later than 30 days from the date of this notice. Please refer to
the project number 200323580 in your comments. If you have questions concerning
this matter, please contact Richard Morgan at (912) 652-5139.

Encl
Draft Mobile Lakes PGPs
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